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of Gladstone to power with a solid majority of 112
at his back, relieved from the Bradlaugh question,
relieved from Parnellite obstruction, relieved from
the Fourth Party, installed for the rest of his active
life as omnipotent dictator of Great Britain. On
the other hand, before Parliament met it was already
evident to Lord Salisbury, as to the whole world,
that a considerable section of the Liberal party
would abandon their leader on the Irish question
and coalesce with the Conservatives, thus giving
them a majority in the whole House.

Many thought at the time, and many perhaps
still think, that Home Rule was imposed on the
Liberal party by the will of its chief. If we under-
stand this to mean that it was accepted without
enthusiasm, the notion is not true. It would rather
seem that the great majority of Liberals were
already leaning that way, and were only waiting for
a signal from the leader to declare their conversion.
It is no proof to the contrary that eight Liberal
Unionists out of nine retained their seats, and that
they formed a larger proportion of the party in the
Parliament of 1886 than in the Parliament of 1885.
For, by an agreement between the Unionist leaders,
Liberal candidates who had voted against Home
Rule were supported by the Conservatives in nearly
every contested election ; and many were old
favourites whose personal popularity made it hope-
less for a Home Ruler to be run against them.
By the nature of the case these men, being advanced
in life, were the first to drop off, and their seats,
as they fell vacant, were generally filled up by
Gladstonian Liberals, thus giving rise to an